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ABOVE:  
Erik Fairbairn,  

POD Point CEO With nearly 800 publicly 

accessible charging points 

already installed in the 

UK and a further 118 under construc-

tion, POD Point is leading the way in 

the development of a charging infra-

structure for electric and hybrid vehicles.

The company, which was set up by 

its CEO Erik Fairbairn in 2009, is one of 

the largest operators of charging infra-

structure across the whole of Europe. 

Building on success in the UK, POD 

Point, which provides both the charg-

ing hardware and back office software 

systems, recently announced further 

expansion through a series 

of strategic partnerships with electric-

ity supply companies and automotive 

manufacturers in Scandinavia.

“My stated aim is to help the whole 

of Europe wire itself up ready for the 

EV revolution,” says Fairbairn. “We 

started three years ago, before the first 

electric vehicles really hit the market, so, 

effectively, we are as old as the EV mar-

ket. Since then we have expanded rap-

idly and now spread ourselves 

between public street-

based infrastructure and 

private charging 

Entrepreneur and CEO of POD Point 

Erik Fairbairn has great ambitions  

to lead the development of Europe’s  

vehicle charging infrastructure

Plugged in
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points for the home or workplace.”

The charging hardware is manu-

factured to designs specified by POD 

Point and each unit communicates with 

the company’s cloud-based manage-

ment system. Fairbank explains that 

whilst the company is keen to promote 

its own hardware, it is working with 

other suppliers, such as ABB, and link-

ing their chargers to the POD Point 

network. “We provide the link to allow 

the customer to see exactly what is 

happening with that piece of infrastruc-

ture: its status, who is using it, and how 

much energy it is drawing,” he adds.

POD Point’s public twin 

charge posts all contain two 

sockets, allowing two cars 

to be charged at any one 

time. An RFID card reader is 

used for access control and 

to track a user’s energy use. 

LEDs on the side 

of the robust steel and aluminium units 

change colour according to the post’s 

status and all charging points are fitted 

with a GPRS module which links the 

unit to the management network, pro-

viding updates to the company’s online 

live availability map in real time.

With many industry observers 

predicting a “tipping point” in the low 

carbon vehicles market in the near 

future that will see a massive increase in 

the use of hybrids and EVs, POD point 

is gearing up to meet the potential 

demand for a sophisticated charging 

infrastructure.

Fairbank’s vision is a public network 

that is accessible to all. “I am against any 

scheme that locks people into a particu-

lar manufacturer’s products,” he says. 

“To me, that is not the correct way to 

grow this industry. Any EV driver should 

be able to use any piece of EV infra-

structure that they come across.”

The company plans to introduce 

a pay-as-you-go system for their 

charging network that will allow 

anyone with a mobile phone to 
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use POD point hardware without a 

membership contract. 

Fairbank is confident that his com-

pany is ready to deal with mainstream 

usage of hybrid and electric vehicles: “A 

great deal of what we do is in making 

sure that we have got the capacity avail-

able for today’s demand, but a signifi-

cant part of the business is also ensuring 

that we have got the required capacity 

looking towards the future.”

“The way we’ve grown our business 

is quite interesting. In 2009 if we did 

deals for more than one charge point in 

a given transaction that was a success, a 

year later that figure was ten, then 100, 

now we are doing deals with partners 

for 1,000 pieces and I don’t see any 

slow down in that growth rate. In a 

couple of years we will be looking at 

deals for 10,000 pieces of infrastructure 

to wire up whole regions. Part of my 

responsibility is making sure my team 

has an understanding of that growth 

rate and that we can deliver as the mar-

ket grows so rapidly.”

POD Point is building links with key 

commercial partners as the company 

expands its network. Major retailers, 

including supermarket chains Tesco 

and Sainsbury’s, have agreed to host 

charging infrastructure in their car parks. 

Meanwhile, housing developers, includ-

ing Berkeley Homes, will install charge 

points in new developments.

Fairbank disagrees that the uptake 

of EVs in the UK has been noticeably 

slower than other European countries. 

He admits that Scandinavia has prob-

ably been the most receptive market, 

but suggests that the UK “has some 

good traction” in both plug-in hybrids 

and pure EVs. Moreover, he is confi-

dent that the UK is set to lead the mar-

ket in EV charging infrastructure.

“The fact that we now ship to nine 

European countries suggests that the 

UK is leading and that’s positive. The 

UK and the rest of Europe both have 

more work to do in making the EV 

market come to fruition. However, the 

roll out of new technology in the auto-

motive world is always a relatively slow 

process and it is unrealistic to expect 

a rapid uptake in a single year,” adds 

Fairbank.

“This is a growing market with lots 

of exciting possibilities. POD Point is 

leading the way in both public and 

home charging hardware as well as 

infrastructure management systems. The 

EV revolution has started and we have 

work to do.”

www.pod-point.com
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