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reviewing the London Design Festival 

(LDF) is no easy task. The 2011 event, 

which will be the festival’s ninth 

instalment, is a somewhat amorphous collection 

of shows scattered across the capital: some are 

commercial, others artistic, a few interactive and 

a couple just plain bizarre.

In recent years the LDF has attracted 

oppositional criticism: there are those that argue 

it lacks the commercial significance of Milan, 

whilst last year design agitator-in-chief Neville 

Brody inaugurated the “Anti-Design” festival in 

protest at just such perceived commercialism.

Is the LDF suffering from an identity crisis? 

Possibly, but its eclectic is its 

charm. The LDF has evolved into 

a celebration of creativity that, 

through late September, opens 

London up to exploration and 

appreciation. 

A broad church with a loose 

superstructure, yes, yet the 

festival is not without its constants, its defining 

features. There are the returning major interiors 

shows and a programme of key installations 

coordinated by the organising committee, 

alongside the panoply of satellite exhibitions 

and events.  

100% Design returns to Earls Court, perhaps 

for the last time as plans for redevelopment 

of the famous exhibition centre gather pace, 

and will offer the festival’s largest collection 

of contemporary UK design talent working in 

furniture, lighting, and materials. Alongside 

the other major shows - Tent, which has a 

more international flavour, and Decorex, at 

the Royal Hospital Chelsea - 100% Design, to 

many, is the LDF’s effective core. The three big 

interiors events, whilst marketed essentially as 

buying-and-selling trade shows, are as much 

an opportunity for the design community and 

interested public to gauge trends and enjoy 

the cream of contemporary design in single 

locations.

“This year the key word on everyone’s lips 

is growth,” explains chairman of the LDF Sir 

John Sorrell. “We all know design is the engine 

that drives the creative industries, so this year 

the Festival will promote design not only as 

central to society and to culture - but also to the 

economy, to growth and the future.”

If the exhibition centres are the Festival’s 

commercial focus, its spiritual home is the V&A 

Museum. This year the museum hosts a number 

of events, 13 specially commissioned installations 

in total, that are sure to be festival highlights.

For the duration of the LDF, the museum’s 

Cromwell Road entrance will be transformed by 

Amanda Levete Architects who have conceived 

a three-dimensional latticework spiral that will 

span the height of the doors. Inside the V&A, 

celebrated design siblings the Bouroullec Brothers 

will install “Textile Field” - an expansive coloured 

foam floor that will allow visitors to “lounge and 

immerse themselves” in the Raphael Gallery.

Furthermore, “Power of Making”, a joint 

exhibition with the Craft Council, promises to 

explore the nature of making by displaying a 

range of “made objects” using techniques as 

diverse as cake decoration and 3D printing. 

The fabric of London itself is an integral 

element of the Festival’s appeal. Not only is 

the intrepid festival-goer invited to traverse 

the capital discovering pockets of creativity in 

perhaps unexpected locations, but, this year, a 

key trend is for design that engages in dialogue 

with its urban situ.

Few buildings are as redolent of London 

as Christopher Wren’s St Paul’s 

Cathedral and, as part of the 

2011 LDF, one of the UK’s 

current leading architects, 

John Pawson, has designed an 

installation that complements 

Wren’s incorporation of scientific 

motifs: a metal and crystal half-

hemisphere will be installed at the base of the 

Geometric Staircase, allowing viewers a unique 

perspective of the Cathedral’s architecture. St 

Paul’s will also be the venue for the presentation 

of the prestigious London Design Medal.

Meanwhile, in Covent Garden, toy-giants 

Lego will oversee the construction of a large-

scale piece of public art, rumoured to be a giant 

greenhouse, built, naturally, with their plastic 

blocks.  

The smallest studios to famous design 

houses are getting in on the act and promoting 

their own shows under the umbrella of the 

LDF. The number of events is somewhat 

P

overwhelming, but the Festival website offers a 

fine interactive calendar that details all related 

shows and exhibitions. 

Anticipating this year’s Festival, Mayor 

of London Boris Johnson said: “London is a 

buzzing marketplace, not just for financial 

deals, but for astonishing creativity. This will be 

exemplified by the LDF, where fresh ideas and 

innovation will be traded and exchanged. It will 

show to brilliant effect why London is design 

capital of the world.”

Over the following pages, newdesign 

endeavours to bring you a taste of the breadth 

of activity taking place across London come 

late-September. Equip yourself with an A 

to Z, or more realistically a smartphone sat-

nav system, and investigate a brilliantly busy 

programme of design. ❙

The LDF runs officially from  
17 to 25 September in locations across the city.

STREETS AHEAD

The 2011 London Design Festival is an intriguing 

prospect: spectacularly broad and slippery to define. 

Alistair Welch introduces newdesign’s guide to this year’s 

capital celebration of creativity 
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The core of the London 

Design Festival is a 

celebration of design for 

interior spaces. 2011 will 

be no different as, across 

the capital, furniture 

enthusiasts will be spoilt 

for choice  

FURNITURE

From desk lamps to 

concept driven design-art 

installations, the 2011 

London Design Festival is 

the place to see the best 

of contemporary lighting 

design  

LIGHTING

What: Poly lighting range by 
Scene Design
Where: Hidden Art at 100% 
Design, Earls Court
Why: Responding to the 
theme of “inspiring the future”, 
Scene has created these 
geodisc domes, with a glowing 
metallic interior, made from 
either powder-coated steel 
or silk. Hidden Art supports 
vibrant work from small, 
innovative design companies.

What: Bulb by Minimalux
Where: Andaz, 40 Liverpool 
Street, EC2M 7QN
Why: “Bulb” is London-
based design brand 
Minimalux’s first light. 
Apparently, the design “pays 
homage” to the shape and 
materiality of the familiar, 
increasingly obsolete, 
incandescent light bulb.

What: aMend by Donna Walker
Where: The Residence, E9 7HD
Why: Redundant pieces of furniture are transformed through Donna Walker’s 
craftsmanship into striking works with a distinctive contemporary twist.

What: You’re Electric, I’m Electric by 
Richard Wheater
Where:  
Origin, Old Spitalfields Market, E1 6EW
Why: Organised by the Craft Council, 
the Lux Craft pavilion offers a platform for 
beautiful lighting installations from a number 
of designer-makers. Richard Wheater works in 
glass and neon to explore design’s relationship 
with the natural environment.

What: Z-Bar by Ergo; Bubbles 
chandelier by Puff Buff 
Where: 100% Design, Earls Court
Why: As in previous years 100% 
Design will witness the launch 
of numerous lighting and optical 
concepts from functional designs 
for the office to quirkier statement 
pieces.

What: Tip Ton chair by 
BarberOsgerby
Where: 100% Design, Earls Court
Why: Fresh from the success 
of their Olympic Torch, design 
partnership BarberOsgerby have 
devised Tip Ton, a stacking rocker, 
for Swiss furniture maker Vitra. 
The chair will be featured in 
100% Director’s Cut - a showcase 
of outstanding work by British 
designers.

What: Desk and chair by Friso 
Kramer
Where: Rocket Gallery, 56 
Shoreditch High Street, E1 6JJ
Why: Shoreditch’s Rocket 
Gallery will host the first London 
exhibition dedicated to post-war 
domestic Dutch furniture with work 
from a group of designers known 
for their functional, some might 
even say austere, furniture.

What: Sit Table 
by Prooff
Where: 
Superbrands London 
at Tent, Old Truman 
Brewery
Why: Part of their 
range of progressive 
designs for office 
and public spaces, 
the Sit Table by 
Dutch Designers 
Prooff demonstrates 
formal innovation 
and high-quality 
craftsmanship.

What: Coogee Sofa by Sentou

Where: 100% Design, Earls Court

Why: With its 1950s stylings, the 

Coogee sofa will be a highlight of 

the French pavilion at 100% Design 

comprising the best of interior 

design from across the Channel.
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The festival has, with justification, 

garnered a reputation for 

groundbreaking design installations. 

This year there is an intriguing 

trend for projects that aim to re-

evaluate the visitor’s relationship 

with London spaces

INSTALLATIONS

Beyond the major shows and high-profile installations, 

a wealth of creativity will be evident across the capital. 

newdesign’s pick of satellite events takes you from 

graphic design luminaries to curious Victoriana

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

What: Moooi Mermaids
Where: 555 Harrow Road, 
W10 4RH
Why: Moooi’s London showroom 
will be re-styled as a mythical 
underwater paradise. Marcel 
Wander’s recent photographic 
project Mermaids will swim 
alongside suitably oceanic 
installations by Raimond Puts, 
Arihiro Miyake, Bertjan Pot and 
Ron Gilad.

What: Perspectives: St Paul’s
Where: St Paul’s Cathedral, 

South West Tower, EC4M 8AD
Why: John Pawson, one of 

the UK’s leading architects, has 
coordinated an installation that 

complements the scientific aspect of 
Sir Christopher Wren’s architecture. 

At the base of the South West Tower’s 
Geometric Staircase, a metal and 

Swarovski crystal half-hemisphere will 
provide an unprecedented view of the 

cathedral.  

What: Textile Field 
by Bouroullec Brothers

Where: V&A Museum
Why: One of the festival’s flagship 

installations, Textile Field is an 
expansive coloured foam carpet that 

will enable visitors to experience 
the V&A’s Raphael Gallery as never 

before. The Bouroullec Brothers have 
collaborated with Danish materials 
manufacturer company Kvadrat in 

devising a project that tests the 
aesthetic, technological and artistic 

boundaries of textiles. 

What: LEGO
Where: North Piazza, Covent 
Garden, WC2 E8AA
Why: In line with LDF’s “march 
of the makers” theme, Lego has 
commissioned Sebastian Berge to 
design a large-scale work of public 
art using the iconic plastic bricks in 
Covent Garden. Construction begins 
September 15 and the installation is 
sure to be a highlight of the festival

 

What: Benchmark at designjunction
Where: 37-63 Southampton Row, 
WC1B 4DA
Why: Bespoke furniture 
manufacturers Benchmark intend to 
install a huge 11-metre table in the 
basement of Victoria House, the venue 
for this year’s designjunction event. 
A feat of craftsmanship, Benchmark 
had to cut holes in the walls of their 
workshop in order to accommodate the 
structure. 

Don't miss...

What: Portraits in the 
Making

Where: PM Gallery, 
Mattock Lane, W5 5EQ

Why: A dynamic 
exhibition from a group 

of craft-makers convened 
through the Craft Council’s 

Hothouse programme. 
Expect work in jewellery, 

textiles, ceramics, basketry and 
glass from 17 emerging design 
talents alongside a workshop 

programme that will offer visitors 
a chance to create their own 

pieces.

textiles, ceramics, basketry and 

newdesign issue

What: London Design Festival 
graphic identity by Pentagram
Where: Everywhere
Why: For the fifth year 
running renowned design agency 
Pentagram has devised the visual 
identity for the LDF. This year’s 
campaign takes as its inspiration 
the phrase “design from all 
angles” and aims to encapsulate 
the diversity of the multi-faceted 
event.

What: Cut It Out by Noma Bar
Where: Outline Editions, 94 Berwick 
Street, W1F 0QF
Why: An absolute must-see of this 
year’s festival, Israeli graphic designer 
Noma Bar, famed for his playful 
negative-space prints, curates a one-
man-show based around his work. “Cut 
It Out” is an interactive sculpture that 
allows visitors to create their own 
prints - a bespoke manual embosser will 
cut out an exclusive design which will 
then be signed and numbered by Bar.

What: The Curious World of Skew
Where: Skew, 79 Leonard Street, 
EC2A 4QS (Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 
September only)
Why: Identity design agency Skew 
invites festival-goers to attend a 
weekend miscellany of Victoriana. 
Visitors to their pop-up emporium 
can brand a quack cure-all tonic and 
create shadow puppets before larking 
around in a Victorian photobooth.


